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English 7 – 8 Quarter 2 

Language  

Students will: • Analyze author’s choices and their impact on a text. 

• Determine and analyze the development of common themes, central ideas, and sequence of Analyze the use of figurative phrases, their 

meanings, and tone. 

• Analyze and evaluate multiple interpretations of literary works. 

• Read and comprehend literature of 12th grade reading levels. 

•  Cite text that help support inferences from the text and determines where the text is uncertain. 

• Analyze complex texts for specific literary elements. 

•  Determine and analyze the development of common themes, central ideas, and sequence of events.  

• Analyze the use of figurative phrases, their meanings, and tone. 
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Common Core Standards Explanations & Examples 

HUSD Support 

Materials & 

Resources 

12 RL 3 

11-12.RL.3 
Analyze the impact of the author’s choices 
regarding how to develop and relate 
elements of a story or drama (e.g., where 
a story is set, how the action is ordered, 
how the characters are introduced and 
developed). 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A & B for Text Complexity 
In this standard, students will take apart the components of literature to 
discover how they create the whole. 
• Teachers implement Socratic Discussion, discussion boards, and cooperative 
learning approaches to enhance understanding.  
• Teachers use a variety of active reading strategies such as Directed Reading-
Thinking Activities (DRTA) and Question/Answer Relationship (QAR) activities. 
• Teachers can access adopted anthologies and diverse texts to find examples 
of selections for literary analysis. 
 
• Students create an electronic or paper double-entry journal including 

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fSr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fSr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fSr&Folder
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textual examples of literary elements in one column and analysis of the 
impact of the author’s choice for that text in the second.  
• Students will access materials electronically to aid in visualizing the story’s 
elements.  
Connections: 
SSHS.S2C2, ETHS.S2C1, ETHS.S6C1.03 
 
Source: commoncore.org 
Seminar and Essay 
Grade 12 Unit 1 
Discuss Chaucer’s “The Pardoner’s Tale” as a satire. What, exactly, is being 
literally described versus being satirized? Why does Chaucer use satire? Is 
Chaucer satirizing human nature or the church as an establishment? Use 
textual evidence to support an original, concise thesis statement. 
(RL.11-12.1, RL.11-12.3, RL.11-12.5, SL.11-12.1, SL.11-12.4, W.11-12.2) 

12 RL 4 

11-12.RL.4 
Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in the text, 
including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and tone, 
including words with multiple meanings or 
language that is particularly fresh, 
engaging, or beautiful. (Include 
Shakespeare as well as other authors.)  
(Level: interpret, infer, predict, compare, 
organize, and identify patterns) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A & B for Text Complexity 
In this standard, students will evaluate, interpret, and critique how an 
author’s specific word choices impact the text  (e.g., formal and informal 
tone, voice) to support the author’s purpose; this includes literary devices 
(understatement, sensory details) and figurative language (personification, 
simile, symbolism, foreshadowing, metaphor, hyperbole, mood, allusion, 
irony, and paradox).  
• Teachers use poetry and prose to demonstrate intentional word choice for 
sound, connotation, and denotation.  
• Teachers demonstrate structural elements (e.g., punctuation, word 
position, alliteration, consonance, assonance, repetition, etc.). 
• Teachers direct students in a Think-Pair-Share process to analyze word 
choice and tone in literary selections; call on pairs to share a word or phrase 
and explain the author’s purpose in including it and then share as class. 
 
 
• Teachers use a variety of active reading strategies such as Directed Reading-

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fSr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fSr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fSr&Folder
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Thinking Activities (DRTA) and Question/Answer Relationship (QAR). 
• Teachers access their adopted anthologies and diverse texts to find 
examples of selections for author’s word choice developing tone. 
• Students identify the tone of a text and then create an original text using 
the same tone. 
• Students create an electronic or paper table and chart key words, the 
association that students attach to the words, and the effect the words create 
in a specified text.  
• Students interpret figurative language, including personification and 
hyperboles in prose and poetry. 
Connections: 
ETHS.S6C1.03 
 
Source: commoncore.org 
Speech 
Grade 12 Unit 1 
Select a poem you have studied and recite it from memory. Include an 
introduction that states: 
• Who wrote the poem 
• Its form, meter, rhyme scheme, and key literary elements 
• An aspect of the poem that comes through after multiple readings.  
(RL.11-12.4) 

12 RL 5 

11-12.RL.5 

Analyze how an author’s choices 
concerning how to structure specific parts 
of a text (e.g., the choice of where to 
begin or end a story, the choice to provide 
a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute 
to its overall structure and meaning as 
well as its aesthetic impact. 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A & B for Text Complexity 
The standard asks students to analyze and critique how authors use specific 
genre elements to engage readers’ conventional expectations associated with 
a variety of genres (e.g., classical essays, tragedy, comedy/satire, parables, 
epics, periodicals/journals). Students may also analyze how an author 
deviates from genre norms to achieve specific effects.  
• Teachers use a variety of active reading strategies such as Directed Reading-
Thinking Activities (DRTA) and Question/Answer Relationship (QAR). 
 
• Teachers will access their adopted anthologies and diverse texts to find 

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fSr&Folder
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examples of plot development. 
 
• Students create electronic or paper plot sequence diagrams showing 
chronological sequence, flashback, foreshadowing, suspense, and conflict.  
• Students visualize and make predictions based upon textual support.   
• Students utilize electronic or paper double-entry journals to identify textual 
examples and provide analysis.  
• Students will analyze a novel or short story for plot development. Suggested 
novels and short stories include The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time 
Indian by Sherman Alexi, The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan,  A Rose for Emily by 
William Faulkner, and Rappaccini’s Daughter  by Nathaniel Hawthorne. 
Connections: 
SSHS.S2C1.03, ETHS.S1C2.02, ETHS. S6C1.03 

12 RL 7 

11-12.RL.7 
Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, 
drama, or poem (e.g., recorded or live 
production of a play or recorded novel or 
poetry), evaluating how each version 
interprets the source text. (Include at least 
one play by Shakespeare and one play by 
an American dramatist.) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A & B for Text Complexity 
This standard focuses on student’s abilities to analyze a work of literature 
presented in different ways.   
• Teachers refer to adopted anthologies and diverse texts for examples of 
artwork and stories being compared. 
 
• Students analyze a theater production of a play and a film version of the 
same work, comparing and contrasting the two versions.  
• Students create a PowerPoint presentation incorporating scenes from at 
least two versions of a play in order to demonstrate different interpretations 
of that play.  
• Students evaluate the oral rendition by the author of his work to its written 
version. 
Connection: 
ETHS.S4C2 

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments 

 

12 RL 9 

11-12.RL.9 
Demonstrate knowledge of eighteenth-, 
nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century 
foundational works of American literature, 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A & B for Text Complexity 
• This standard requires students to compare literary works and the seminal 
challenges of their eras.  

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fSr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fSr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fSr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fSr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fSr&Folder
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including how two or more texts from the 
same period treat similar themes or 
topics.  
(Level: interpret, infer, predict, compare, 
organize, and identify patterns) 

• Teachers will consider diverse texts from a variety of cultures and 
backgrounds that reflect the multicultural American experience. 
 
• Students read and compare the theme of two poems such as “To my Dear 
and Loving Husband” and “Upon the Burning of Our House” by Anne 
Bradstreet.   
• Students employ a variety of active reading strategies such as Directed 
Reading-Thinking Activities (DRTA) and Question/Answer Relationship (QAR) 
activities.  
• Students employ a variety of critical reading strategies such as questioning, 
clarifying, predicting, summarizing, annotating, etc., to comprehend complex 
text. 
• Students create electronic or paper reading response journals, graphic 
organizers, and Cornell notes to enhance understanding. 
• Students analyze a novel for multiple themes. For example, students would 
identify multiple themes in Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale 
Hurston , The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald, or The Grapes of Wrath by 
John Steinbeck. 
Connection: 
ETHS.S6C1.03 
Source: commoncore.org 

 

12 RL 10 

11-12.RL.10 
 
By the end of grade 12, read and 
comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, at the high end of the 
grades 11–CCR text complexity band 
independently and proficiently. 
(Level: assess, critique, develop a logical 
argument, revise, cite evidence, 
differentiate) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A & B for Text Complexity 
Students demonstrate the ability to read at or above grade level.  
• Teachers incorporate literature circles, direct reading-thinking activities, S 
(survey) Q (Question) 3R (Read, Recite, Review), graphic aids, think and read-
aloud stories, and other active reading strategies to help students understand 
text. 
• Teachers use formative and summative assessment to determine 
comprehension and possible need for additional instruction. 

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fSr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fSr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fSr&Folder
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12 RI 1 

11-12.RI.1 
Cite strong and thorough textual evidence 
to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text, including determining where the 
text leaves matters uncertain. 
(Level: interpret, infer, predict, compare, 
organize, and identify patterns) 
 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A & B for Text Complexity 
This standard asks students to analyze themes, key ideas, main ideas, and 
supporting ideas within complex texts and evaluate and critique the 
coherence, validity, and relevance of ideas, evidence, and arguments. 
• Teachers are encouraged to use the Socratic Method, cooperative learning 
approaches, and written responses. 
 
• Students will use understanding of the interrelationships among 
organizational patterns, textual features, graphical representations, and ideas 
to analyze the text including the identification of unsupported references or 
fallacious reasoning.  
• Students cite their evidence. 
• Students will use a stylistic guide to support connections with the writing 
standards including paraphrasing, quotations, internal citations, and works 
cited. 
• Students evaluate newspaper articles using SOAPSTone (Subject, Occasion, 
Audience, Purpose, Speaker, and Tone). 
• Students compare Martin Luther King Jr’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail” to 
Malcolm X’s “The Ballot or the Bullet” to determine similar themes. 
• Students use electronic or paper graphic organizers to isolate thesis, key 
ideas, and supporting details for each key idea.  
Connection: 
ETHS.S2C1 
Source: commoncore.org 
Research Paper 
Grade 12 Unit 5 
Use specific evidence from various sources studied in this unit and/or 
additional sources to write a research paper that answers: How does the 
literature of the Romantic and Victorian era show tension between art for 
art’s sake (where art includes literature) and art as a response to social and 
cultural conflict? Include an original, concise thesis statement to answer this 
essential question. (RL.11-12.1, RI.11-12.1, W.11-12.7, W.11-12.8) 

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments 

 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fSr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fSr&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f7%2d12%20Language%20Arts%2fSr&Folder
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12 RI 2 

11-12.RI.2 
Determine two or more central ideas of a 
text and analyze their development over 
the course of the text, including how they 
interact and build on one another to 
provide a complex analysis; provide an 
objective summary of the text.  
(Level: interpret, infer, predict, compare, 
organize, and identify patterns) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A & B for Text Complexity 
This standard asks students to use prior knowledge and experiences to guide 
the analysis of events, ideas, and themes in complex text.  
• Students will evaluate the relevance and adequacy of prior knowledge and 
experiences to guide and revise on-going interpretations of a text.  
• Students will develop structured mental, oral, or written summaries of texts 
and write to learn in order to delineate complex relationships among 
supporting ideas, key ideas, and themes. 
• Students read and analyze texts. For example, they might use “Why Soldiers 
Won’t Talk,” by John Steinbeck; “My Dungeons Shook: Letter to My Nephew 
on the 100th Anniversary of the Emancipation,” by James Baldwin; “I Will 
Fight No More Forever,” by Chief Joseph. 
• Students read and summarize a newspaper editorial to identify key ideas, 
using SOAPSTone (Subject, Occasion, Audience Purpose, Speaker, and Tone). 
 
Source: commoncore.org 
Seminar and Essay 
Grade 12 Unit 1 
Choose one of Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales. Explain how the main character 
shows his or her personality through narration. How do fabliaux reveal the 
point of view of the character? Use textual evidence to support an original, 
concise thesis statement.  
(RL.11-12.5, RI.11-12.2, SL.11-12.1, SL.11-12.4, W.11-12.2) 

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments 

 

12 RI 3 

11-12.RI.3 
Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence 
of events and explain how specific 
individuals, ideas, or events interact and 
develop over the course of the text. 
(Level: assess, critique, develop a logical 
argument, revise, cite evidence, 
differentiate) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A & B for Text Complexity 
This standard focuses on the analysis of a text by asking students to draw on 
relevant prior knowledge and experiences to extend, elaborate, and evaluate 
the meaning of events, key ideas, main ideas, supporting ideas, and themes in 
a complex text (e.g., draw conclusions, identify implications, critique 
underlying assumptions, and evaluate personal significance). 
• Students read a biography of a historically significant individual, identifying 
how the events surrounding the individual’s life influenced his or her actions.   

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments 
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• Students research political candidates to determine and analyze the 
influences on the candidates’ political views. 

12 RI 4 

11-12.RI.4 
Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative, connotative, and 
technical meanings; analyze how an 
author uses and refines the meaning of a 
key term or terms over the course of a 
text 
(e.g., how Madison defines faction in 
Federalist No. 10). 
(Level: interpret, infer, predict, compare, 
organize, and identify patterns) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A & B for Text Complexity 
In this standard, students will focus on how an author’s specific word choices 
impact the text  (e.g., formal and informal tone, voice) to support the author’s 
purpose; this includes how to infer word meanings from context (e.g., 
example, restatement) and how to distinguish between the denotative and 
connotative meanings of words.  
• Students will recognize that word choice conveys intended and unintended 
meanings for readers and can effect readers in different ways depending on 
the context.  
• Students read an essay in which an author explores a word fully, including 
multiple meanings and literal and figurative meanings.   
• Students read an essay by William Safire and identify how the author 
analyzes the deeper meaning of words, especially contemporary languages 
shifts (e.g., “blogging” or “texting” as a verb as well as a way of life). 
• Students read an editorial to determine the tone of the writer using 
SOAPSTone (Subject, Occasion, Audience, Purpose, Speaker, and Tone) 
• Students compare two texts with similar themes, for example, Martin 
Luther King Jr’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail” and Malcolm X’s “The Ballot or 
the Bullet” to determine specific tones for each based on the way that 
language is manipulated. 
Source: commoncore.org 

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments 

 

12 RI 10 

11-12.RI.10 (continued) 
By the end of grade 12, read and 
comprehend literary nonfiction at the high 
end of the grades 11–CCR text complexity 
band independently and proficiently. 
AZ.11-12.RI.10 
b. By the end of grade 12, read and 
comprehend informational and functional 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A & B for Text Complexity 
This standard asks students to read and comprehend appropriately complex 
informational and functional text at or above grade level.  
• Teachers will incorporate diverse genres which demonstrate various levels 
of complexity. 
• Teachers will incorporate a variation of literature circles for informational 
text, directed reading-thinking activities, S (Survey) Q (Questions) 3R (Review, 

HUSD Materials, 

Resources, and 

Assessments 
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text, including history/social studies, 
science, and technical texts, at the high 
end of the grades 11-12 text complexity 
band independently and proficiently.  
(Level: assess, critique, develop a logical 
argument, revise, cite evidence, 
differentiate) 

Recite, Repeat), graphic aids, think and read-aloud stories, and other active 
reading strategies to help students understand text. 
• Teachers can reference Appendix B from the Common Core Standards 
document for ELA. 
• Teachers use their adopted anthologies and diverse texts to find selections 
for nonfiction text.  
• Teachers use formative and summative assessments to determine reading 
comprehension of students. 
 
• Students employ a variety of critical reading strategies such as questioning, 
clarifying, predicting, summarizing, annotating, etc., to comprehend complex 
text. 
• Students use electronic or paper reading response journals, graphic 
organizers and Cornell notes to enhance understanding.  
Connections 
ETHS.S2C1 
Source: commoncore.org 

 


